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THE FOURTH OF JULY WAS RIGHT UP THERE WITH CHRISTMAS. In terms of 
sheer childhood joy and excitement, they were by far the biggest days of the year for me. 
Christmas was the central event of family life. Independence Day was the central event of 
community life. 

IN OUR TOWN, WE KNEW HOW TO CELEBRATE THE DAY. Not to brag, but to this 
day, the Evanston Fourth of July parade is the standard by which I measure all others. Not to put 
too fine a point on it, but Norman Rockwell couldnõt have painted a better parade. Living just 
two blocks south of the parade route, we enjoyed easy access to the all the excitement. And we 
were always among the first to set up our lawn chairs along Central Street. 

TO WATCH THE PARADE WAS ONE THING, TO BE IN THE PARADE WAS THE 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME. From earliest days, I had longed to be in the parade. When I was all 
of three of four years old, the neighbors put together a float. I was deemed too young to take 
part, but I was not too young to long for a place in the parade. That day finally arrived on July 
4th, 1963, when our church created a float as a part of the Evanston Centennial year. Two years 
later, with my dad driving, my brother Scott and I were allowed to ride along in one of the 
parade safety patrol trucks. It fell to me to man the WWII vintage walkie-talkie, maintaining 
constant communication so as to guarantee that no disaster would befall the great day. My last 
appearance in the parade was as a long-haired teenager in the sixties playing rock and roll music 
on the back of a pick-up truck as a part of the entry sponsored by the youth group from the local 
Roman Catholic parish. I think the priest commandeered our talents as payment for allowing us 
to practice in their parish hall. Iõm not sure that the reaction from his parishioners was a positive 
as he might have hoped. 

THE SUM OF THE CELEBRATION WAS GREATER THAN THE PARADE. It was the 
gathering of neighbors. It was the gathering of the community. And that wasnõt always an easy 
thing. Even with a childõs eye, I could see the strains in our town. The neighbors who gathered at 
the post-parade cook-outs bore witness to some of the significant tensions of the day. A neighbor 
to the east of us owned a company that was notorious for its practice of racial segregation. But 
here was the greatest part of those gatherings: My mom and dad, and other neighbors who fully 
welcomed and supported the integration of our schools and our community still found a way to 
include that neighbor. As a child, I could see this happening, and although I wasnõt privy to the 
grown-up conversations, I know these difficult community issues were discussed. 

WHAT IS A PATRIOT? As community and national life became increasing strained during the 
Civil Rights Movement and the Viet Nam War, those idyllic parades became more controversial. 
òAmerica: Love It Or Leave It,ó was one slogan that came to define the nature of patriotism on 
subsequent parade days. And yet the neighbors gathered and the adults grilled burgers and 
debated the issues of the day, and as we grew older we worried about what our draft numbers 
would be when it was our turn. There was a lot of arguing: around the dinner table in our 
homes. At the high school, we staged sit-ins and protest marches. My home church was torn 
asunder by the tensions of the day. And I learned that the true patriots, those who really had 
something to parade about on the 4th were those who recognized and honored the true 
independence of each individual citizen. I learned that dissent is not only patriotic; it is the duty 
of each citizen whenever conscience requires it. 

AND SO IT CONTINUES. In these trying days, the national debate rages on. I find myself 
drawn to President Washingtonõs vision of respectful, civil conversation and so appalled by the 
vitriol of more common minds (and mouths). Sadly, the latter looms larger in our history that 
does Washingtonõs dream. 

STILL, THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES FOR CIVILITY. Do all that you can to enhance a 
childõs sense of awe and wonder on this great day of national celebration. Gather with family and 
friends, have a hot dog and a cold drink and then be sure to do your patriotic duty: disagree with 
one another. Talk about the critical issues facing our nation today, and  together, we will find a 
way forward. 

Grace and Peace, 

Brett W. McCleneghan 

A word about independence day  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS:  
 

8:30 AMñ9:15 AM    
Garden Worship  

(The Garden is located at the Southeast corner of Prospect Avenue and Butler 
Place. Please bring a lawn chair or blanket for seating.  

In case of inclement weather, we will worship in the Chapel.) 
 
 

9:15 AMñ10:00 AM  & following the final service 
Coffee Hour in the Great Hall  

 
10:00 AMñ11:00 AM  

Sanctuary Worship  
 

*Our nursery is open every Sunday from 9:45 AMñ11:15 AM  
for children ages infant through five.  

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

July WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

  

 JULY 4ñSixth Sunday after Pentecost      

   Holy Communion  

    Sermon & Text from the Gospel of Matthew  

 JULY 11ñSeventh Sunday after Pentecost   

    Sermon & Text from the Gospel of Matthew  

 JULY 18ñEighth Sunday after Pentecost        
    Sermon & Text from the Gospel of Matthew 

 JULY 25ñNinth Sunday after Pentecost        
  Sermon & Text from the Gospel of Matthew 

_____________________________________________________________________
 Calling all Lectors!   

Ever wonder how people get picked to read the scripture readings on Sundays? 
 Well, the Deacons and Deaconesses schedule them, working from a list of willing 
lectors! Would you like to be on the list? Just send your name, email address, and phone 

number to Sharon Kemerer at sharon_kemerer@baxter.com or  847-692-9378. 
 Weõd love to add your name to the list!   

Join us for worship  

 

Taylor Arends  7/1    

Jessica Crowl  7/1    

Arthur Hoelscher  7/1 

Claire Kallen  7/1 

Michelle Petersen  7/1 

Erin Self  7/1 

Lois Zitoli  7/1 

Greg Kapolnek  7/2 

Connor Norcross  7/2 

Quinn Peters  7/2 

Mike Kusibab  7/3 

Donna Muscarello  7/3 

Ellie Naudzius  7/3 

Luke Naudzius  7/3 

Sandy Bowen  7/4 

Olivia Brown  7/4 

Ashely OôShea 7/4 

Emily Cady  7/5 

Clare Kunkel  7/5 

Eileen OôNeill Burke 7/5 

Michael Pachowicz  7/5 

Kelsey Schaul  7/5 

Jennifer Schwartz  7/5 

Anna Artrip  7/6 

Dawn Disher  7/6 

Bob Hohmann  7/6 

Elizabeth Upton  7/6 

Rita Dauphinee  7/7 

Ronald Matzen  7/7 

Meg Thomas -Cary 7/7 

Jackie Tilles  7/7 

Erika Fabisch  7/8 

Sasha Gerritson  7/9 

Char Kenzel  7/9 

Kay Bradley  7/10 

Bonnie Harris  7/10 

Nancy Skoog  7/10 

Wayne Tumminello  7/10 

Tammy Zorn  7/10 

Scott Nelson  7/11 

Richard Hagedorn  7/13 

Joan Huening  7/13 

David Ladley  7/13 

Laura Lapp  7/13 

Richard Lenke  7/13 

Stephanie Rubeo  7/13 

Vaughn Hapeman II  7/14 

Tania Englerth  7/15 

George Ristoff  7/15 

J u l y  

b i r t h d a y s  

Drop off your food pantry donations during service on the first Sunday of every 
month all year.  July 4th is the next collection! The pantry is in desperate need of 
contributions to help those in need, especially during this economic upheaval. 
Items needed are non-perishable food items. A detailed list can be found in the 
main hallway on the bulletin board. All donations help the Maine Township Food 
Pantry and are greatly appreciated. Simply bring in your donations and place 
them on the table in the Sanctuary near the Altar.  

Food Pantry Donations  
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j u l y  

b i r t h d a y s  

PRAYER MINISTRY  

We keep in our prayers: Donald Anderson (Siri Nelsonõs father), Linda Bear, 
Dwight and Stephanie Beery and their grandsons, Michael Bianchi, Randal Carpenter 
(father of Cheri Carpenter), the Curtis family, Marie Degaard, Jean Dennis, Winnie 
Erickson,  Edward Esparza, Florence Fertig, Brian Fogarty, Shirley and Virgil Grandõs 
great-grandsons, Janet Healy, Eileen Kaczmarek, Alice Keating, Candace Kidston, 
Grace Koening and her family, Walter Kotecky (Bernice Zabawskiõs brother), Cindy 
Kulik, Jim Lego (Mary Biardo's brother), Alexis Marsh, Greta Marthens, Paul Martin 
(friend of Mary Crowl), Elsie Matthys, Jimmie McSpadden, Karen Nelsonõs mother, 
Lurana Nelson, the Neider family, Chester and Leo Netko (father and uncle of Cindy 
Winter), Pauline Numrych, Carol Potter, Rev. Jeff Pruett, Esther Ristoff, Doris Sikor-
sky, Audre Thompson, Janet Timmõs friend Debbie, Yoshiko Urasaki, and the Walsh 
family.  

We also keep in our prayers the following friends and family: 

¶ Prayers of healing for Arthur Michael who is recovering from a stroke.  

¶ Prayers of thanks and celebration for Brian L. Keady who received his Masters in 

Industrial/Organizational Psychology from the University of New Haven Connecti-

cut.  

¶ Prayers of joy and celebration for the wedding of Sarah Artrip to Erik Volkening on 

July 19th at PRCC.  

¶ Prayers of joy and celebration for the wedding of Alex Biardo to Emily Lattie on 

June 12th at the Park Ridge Country Club.  

____________________________________________________ 

 

We wish to extend a sincere thank you for all your heartfelt sympathy in the loss 

of Robinõs mother, Mildred Young. She had a long and wonderful life, and we 

thank you for your love and support. ñ the Kopecky family.  

Our church family  

 

Caroline Fabry  7/16 

Della Olsen  7/16 

Josh Sissman  7/16 

Janet Sasser  7/17 

Samuel Winter  7/17 

David Douglass  7/18 

Olivia Herman  7/18 

Ginny Jacobson  7/18 

Mark Biedke  7/19 

Leah Donahue  7/19 

Elizabeth DuSol  7/19 

Cody Rujawitz  7/19 

Chloe Hawkins  7/20 

William Moody  7/20 

Jamie Webster  7/20 

Laura Hapeman  7/21 

Sean Keady  7/21 

Danielle Soldat  7/21 

Amy Tomlinson  7/21 

Kent Tomlinson  7/21 

Kevin Giblin  7/22 

Tony Padula  7/22 

Dorothy Lehman  7/23      

Joe Lemke  7/23   

Amanda White  7/23 

Brian Keady  7/24 

Anna Lemke  7/24 

Sara Born  7/25 

Jane Fizzell  7/26  

Vivi OôShea 7/26 

Amanda Priefer            

Walbert                       7/26                              

Carley Bowman  7/27 

Kevin Hemphill  7/27 

David Hoelscher  7/27 

Michael Klimmec k    7/27 

Sarah Artrip  7/28 

Nolan Hahn  7/28 

Phobe OôShea 7/28  

Peg Jefferis  7/29  

Travis McChristian     7/29 

Katie McKenna  7/29 

Devon Williams  7/29 

Christie Zimmerman 7/29 

Alex Zitoli  7/29 

Margaret Mendenhall 7/30 

Adrien Showalter      7/30 

Penny Gaddini  7/31  

Dan Hennessy  7/31 

Robin Kopecky  7/31 

Karen Nelson  7/31 

Altar flower sign up  

Sign up for Altar Flowers! A sign up chart is located in the main hallway by the church 

office. Consider selecting a Sunday to sponsor our beautiful Altar Flowers for a special 

occasion of event. Your name and occasion will be posted in the bulletin and you may 

even select the colors you would like. Following service, you may take home the flow-

ers to keep. To secure your date, simply sign up on the chart (with your occasion or 

event) and write a check to PRCC for $40 with a notation for òAltar Flowersó in the 

memo.  Return your check to the main office. Contact the church office with questions 

at 847-823-3164.  
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JUNIOR CHOIR CAMP SIGN ðUP!  

 

Donõt forget to sign up for Junior Choir Camp! Registration forms, schedules, and details can be found on our web-
site at www.parkridgecommuitychurch.org/music. Or, contact Sasha Gerritson, Minister of Music at 312-560-1072 
or through email at sashagerritson@yahoo.com.  

 

Music ministry  

Christian Education  

 

Vacation Bible School   

Donõt delay, sign up for PRCC Childrenõs Summer Programs today.  Space is limited.  Join us this summer as we 
play, learn and gather as Christians.  Our classes are designed to teach new skills and show how we can use these 
skills to serve others.  Our class leaders will share their faith and model how they practice and apply their faith in 
everyday situations.  Registration forms are available online or in the church office. 

 

Summer Camp  

July 23-25, 2010.  Family camp is a great chance for you to get away.  Weõll be traveling two hours to the beautiful 
shores of Lake Michigan.  PRCC family groups will stay in cabins with individual bedrooms, and a central living area 
or at the tent sight.  Tower Hill Camp rests on the shores of Lake Michigan.  It is nearby Warren Dunes State Park 
in Michigan.  Tower Hill camp offers Lake Michigan beach access, forest and dune hiking, volleyball and soccer.  In 
the evening weõll roast marshmallows and sing by the campfire.  On Sunday weõll conclude with an outdoor chapel 
service and leave before lunch.  Thereõs still space available and we need a guitar player to join us for songs around the camp-
fire!  Registration forms are available online or in the church office. 
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Youth scoop  

 

GET TO KNOW YOUR YOUTH:   James Dombro 
 

Grade, School: 8th grade, Emerson Middle School 

 

Involvement: Band, Band, Band 
(every band at school), Middle 
School Youth Group, Confirmation, 
PRCC Video Crew, Director of 
Summer Youth Movie Nights.  

Best Youth Group memory: 
SARDINES!  

If God promised to answer just 
one question, what would you 
ask?:  

òWhat is my purpose for life?ó  

Summer Schedule Youth Group 

July 

Sat-Sun 7/10-11, 8a-8a   

 **Mini-Mission Trip/Lock-In 

Thurs, 7/29       Youth Movie Night (see ad) 

       August                                                           

Sun, 8/22                                                                        

2-3:30p **ICY HOT: Oakton Ice skating     

5-7p BBQ @ Carriage House 

Thurs, 8/26 Youth Movie Night (see ad) 

**Need parents to drive/chaperone    

 Events open to all youth & friends!   

 Prizes for youth who bring friends          

& for their friends! 

Summer Youth Movie Nights   
Thursday, 7/29, 6p, Parlor                                    

Vote for two movies:                                                

Ferris Buellerõs Day Off (PG-13); Avatar (PG-13)

Napoleon Dynamite (PG)                                               

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe (PG) 

Thursday, 8/26, 6p, Parlor                                       

Vote for two SCARY movies:                                    

Coraline (PG); Harry Potter: Sorcererõs Stone (PG) Ghost-

busters (PG); Gremlins (PG); The Sixth Sense (PG-13) 

**$2 admission; treats for sale                            

**BENEFITS THE PRCC VIDEO CREW                       

INVITE FRIENDS!                                                  
(youth younger than 6th grade may attend at their par-

entsõ discretion) 

**movie nights end around 10:30p 

Thank yousé                                           

Rummage Sale                                                                

 ...To  all  the  youth  &  adults,  members  &  

friends  of PRCC, thank you for  your  help  &  sup-

port.   The  sale raised in excess of $6,500 to support the 

Youth Ministry, Children's  Religious  Education,  the  Music  

Program, and general church improvement. Even more 

meaningful were all the opportunities for fellowship 

and laughter that the sale occasioned.   

Bless you all!                                                                      

Sharon Kemerer, Robin Kopecky & Nicole Urbach 

Car Wash     

 é To   all   the   

youth   who washed &  the  

church  members   and   

friends   and    the community 

of Park Ridge for supporting   

us!    We   raised over  $600,   

which   will   go towards our 

summer mission trip!   

 

Mission Trip Commissioning Service   
You are cordially invited!           Sunday, July 25, 10am                                               

Bring the nails you have purchased and blessed to the service.  

They will be gathered by the youth and taken with them to their 

mission site in Perry County, KY. 

Thank you for supporting our youth as they reach out to their 

neighbors in need and continue to grow as servants of God. 
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              A one million dollar prize in nanotechnology was awarded in June to be shared by Donald Eigler of IBM, 
and Nadrian C. Seeman of New York University.  Dr. Eigler won his half of the prize by developing a microscope 
and tools that allow him to òconstruct custom molecules.ó  In addition to being able to move single atoms to spell 
out I-B-M (arguably a waste of a great deal of effort), this technology  allowed the development and operation of an 
electrical switch òwhose only moving part is a single atom.ó  Dr. Seeman won his half of the prize by building robots 
out of DNA.   

 What?  Robots out of DNA?  Yep.  Seeman òprogramsó strands of DNA to òstick together into complicated 
shapes including cubes, a truncated octahedron and a walking DNA biped for use as nanorobots or in a DNA com-
puter.ó  His web site at NYU says that they control the ònanomechanical devicesó with RNA strands from which they 
apparently built a òcassetteó that is inserted into the nanobot.  Obviously, the highest level of achievement so far is 
thisòautonomous bipedal walking device.ó So if Dr. Eigler inserts his electrical switch into Dr. Seemanõs bipedal 
walking device ð frankly thinking about it makes my brain hurt. (Say, do you think that little nanobot could be pro-
gramed to fix my headache?)   

 Doesnõt this make you wonder about where all this will lead?  Iõm not sure they know either.  Dr. Seeman 
says òFuture steps in this project include the synthesis of 3-D crystalline arrays (lattices), and exploring the relation-
ship between order and symmetry.ó  When I read that statement, I couldnõt help but think of the creation story in 
Genesis 1 ð of God transforming the chaos.  

 There appears to be nothing we humans cannot do, including it seems rearranging matter to suit our whims 
and creating new kinds of life.  Yet we seem to still be caught in a trap as old as humanity itself.  As Isaiah reports 
concerning the land of Israel, there appears to be no end to our treasure and our possessions, and we idolize what 
we ourselves have made: I-Pads, nanobots, BMWõs or other chariots, and the list goes on.  But our own technology 
is now responsible for what is arguably the worst man-made disaster in the history of the earth on-going in the Gulf 
of Mexico.  Surely our trust in man-made idols is a bit shaken at this point.  Did we really have to have this horrific 
mess to ask ourselves the Dr. Phil question: how is all that idolatry working for ya? 

 No matter how much money we have, no matter how technologically advanced we become, no matter how 
fancy our gadgets or cars, not one of us can control the chaos of our lives. Not even Steve Jobs, for example, who 
seemingly has everything our society values, was able to escape serious health problems.  (Of course, it is true that 
he can buy the best medical care in the world which does seem to ameliorated his difficulties.) 

 Where do we turn when our riches canõt buy the solution we most desire, when our fancy phones and com-
puters arenõt powerful enough to reach into the human heart? How do we cope when the man-made barriers canõt 
stop lifeõs most vicious winds? We people of faith know the answer to that question.  Like the people with Elijah at 
Mt. Carmel, we look out over the constantly changing landscape of our lives, past the false idols created by human 
hands, past the prophets who want us to believe that their disaster plan will work, and we make a statement of pure 
faith: òThe Lord - he is God!ó 

  Maybe you or a loved one is facing a problem for which there is no solution to be found in riches or tech-
nology. Maybe your life is in chaos. If you contact Pastor Brett (847-823-3164) or Ginny Feurer (847-299-1781) 
they will put you in touch with a Stephen Minister ð someone who will be a reminder that in the midst of the void, 
in the center of the atom, in the relationship between order and symmetry, there is God. 

Stephen ministry message by Anita Rifkind  

 

 Their land is full of silver and gold; there is no end to their treasures.  Their land is full of horses; 
there is no end to their chariots.  Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to 
what their fingers have made.    Isaiah 2: 7-8   
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Celebrate second adulthood  

Kindred Spirits Café for Seniors  

Kindred Spirits Café meets every Tuesday at 11:30 in Jordan Hall. KSC guests bring a brown bag lunch; bev-
erages and desserts are provided. KSC is especially for Seniors, but all are welcome. 

 

Bingo Party on July 13 at KSC  

Join in the fun and perhaps win a prize at the bingo party sponsored by Central Baptist Village in Norridge. 
The first bingo numbers will be called at 1 p.m. as Kindred Spirits Café winds down for the day. Following 
bingo, Central Baptist will make a 15-minute presentation about its facility and services. 

 

Christmas in July at KCS  

Tuesday, July 20, Kindred Spirits Café will celebrate Christmas! A white elephant gift exchange and other 
silly fun will be part of the day. A great way to cool off and get a significant head start on getting into the 
holiday spirit very early! Contact Marie at PRCC if you have any questions. 

 

3 sweet ways to eat less sugar  

Most people take in about 430 calories of added sugar every day. Here are three ways to add sweet without 

dipping into the sugar bowl.           

   In your coffee pot: Brew your morning coffee with a cinnamon stick or vanilla bean, and 

ditch the flavored creamers. Just 1 tablespoon of flavored creamer can add 6 grams of sugar.Ο 

On your breakfast: Maple syrup adds about 50 calories and 12 grams of sugar per tablespoon. For a little 

sweet, add fresh fruit or pure fruit purees to pancakes and waffles. Or even oatmeal.  

In cookie recipes: You can generally get away with cutting the sugar by up to a third in recipes for cook-

ies, cakes, or other baked goods. 

Hereõs the unsweet truth:ΟExtra calories in sugar often turn into extra pounds, but that's not the worst of it. 

Studies suggest high sugar consumption could also increase the risk of heart disease and certain types of can-

cer -- particularly pancreatic cancer. 

 July 10 is PRCC Youthõs in-town mission trip -Just for our seniors!  

                        

Seniors, please turn to page 2 for more details on this great program! Opportunities for help around the 
house and garden will be offered.  

 

 

A momentõs thought:  

 

òTo be astonished is one of the surest ways of not growing old too quickly.ó       Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette 
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Good News About òErasing the deficitó 

Dear Friends in Fellowship,           
                           
By all measures, the initial response to PRCC Chair Laura Lappõs invitation to òErase the Deficitó has been strong. 
Through the faith and generosity of so many, we have received nearly $13,000 (half!) of the $26,000 needed. Thank 
you!              
                                                   
While many churches across the country have downsized ministries during these difficult economic times, the leaders 
of our congregation have boldly stepped forward in faith to support and encourage all areas of ministry and service at 
PRCC.              
                        
The results of that faithfulness are evident, as Laura noted. òWe are seeing tremendous growth in worship attendance, 
participation in the Sunday School Program, Youth Program, Stephen Ministry, Support Teams, our Childrenõs 
Choirs, and many other ministries. And, it is up to each of us to financially support this new life God is bringing into 
our midst.  You have a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate just how much òfaith mattersó in the lives of so many.ó
                        
Will you join me and the leaders and other members and friends of PRCC as we continue to step out in faith? We are 
well on the way to erasing the deficit and continuing to build a vibrant community of faith for today and tomorrow. If 
every church family, individual or friend gave another $200 or $250 or more this year ð thatõs only $4.00 or more per 
week  ð  we would complete our goal of erasing the budgeted deficit.  If we could each take one step more, if we 
were able to give that little more than $200, we could provide our very dedicated staff with raises this year and pro-
vide funding to further grow our ministries.         
                      
Please do help us finish the joyful challenge of erasing the deficit by making an additional contribution this year. Simply 
complete the enclosed form, include your contribution, place it in the Sunday offering or mail it to receipts treasurer, 
Bill Scharringhausen.            
                     
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brett 

 July 10 is PRCC Youthõs in-town mission trip -Just for our seniors!  

Dozens of our youth (in groups of 4-5) are offering their help to our Seniors for the day of Saturday, July 10th. (Adults 
will be on hand to help the youth throughout their work.)  

So, Seniors, what might you like done around your home? How about some of the following chores: 

  Yard work   Window washing Carrying items in/out; storing in basement 

  Changing batteries in alarms Changing light bulbs Cleaning window screens 

  Cleaning hard-to-reach spots like ceiling fans and bookcase tops 

There is no obligation and no fee for this work. Itõs just one way for the PRCC youth to honor and help the Seniors of 
our church family. Contact Marie or Pastor Nicole if you have questions or if you are ready to sign up. 
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A f r i c a  m i s s i o n  s u p p o r t ñ 2 0 1 0  

 

Dear PRCC Family and Friends, 

 

I am writing today to invite you to join with me in making a difference in the lives of women and children a 
world away from us in the African nation of Cameroon. News of this opportunity came through PRCC 
members Jeremy and Michelle King as they shared with me the story of his sister and brother-in-law, Heidi 
and Konrad Boeckel.  

 

In just a few weeks, Heidi and Konrad will begin their work as missionaries in Cameroon, serving there for 
a year under the auspices of the Evangelical Covenant Churchñthe denomination in which Jeremy and 
Heidiõs father serves as a pastor. 

 

As you will learn in the attached letter, the need is urgent. I hope you will take a moment to read through 
it. Here you will find a first time opportunity for our congregation to join together in establishing a per-
sonal relationship with two young people called to serve as foreign missionaries. It is my hope that through 
our prayers and our gifts and ongoing communication with Heidi and Konrad, a needful situation so far 
away will come close to us, that the families and children of the Rain Forest International School and Or-
phanage will instead become familiar to us, will become known to us as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

At itõs June meeting, the PRCC Board of Directors gave its enthusiastic approval to this good effort. We 
recognize that not all of us are able to give, but all of us are able to pray, and so I invite you to join with me 
in offering whatever support each of us may have to Heidi and Konrad and the people of Cameroon. 
Should you be able to offer financial support, please make checks payable to Park Ridge 
Community Church with the words òAfrican Missionó written on the memo line. The 
church will then forward all gifts to the Evangelical Covenant Church World Mission Of-

fice. 

 

As we know here in our beloved congregation, we have so many different opportunities to serve and so 
many different gifts to offer. With this call to world service, I look forward to joining with you as we be-
come partners in mission with Heidi and Konrad. Please, keep them always in your prayers. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Brett 

 

*Please see page 10-11 for Heidi and Konradõs letter.  
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June 2010 

Dear Friend, 

We have some exciting news to share with you.  You have the op-
portunity to provide safety, education, and hope to a child in Africa. 

Who  

For those of you who may not be familiar with our names, you may 
know us through Heidiõs brother and sister-in law, Jeremy and Mi-
chelle King. Konroy has been serving at Place of Hope Ministries in 
St. Cloud, MN as the Assistant to the Director for the last 6 years.  
Heidi (King) has taught at Oak Ridge Elementary in Sartell, MN as 
an Early Childhood Special Education Teacher for the past 4 years.   

You may know Heidiõs parents, Rev. Rudy & Nancy King, who have been a pastoral team in the Covenant 
Church since the early 1970s.  (You may also know Konroyõs parents, Albert & Alice, but only if you have been 
to a farm in North Dakota.)  

Before coming to St. Cloud, Heidi attended North Park University in Chicago and received a degree in Biblical 
& Theological Studies.  She then moved to St. Cloud to attend graduate school where she received her Masterõs 
in Early Childhood Special Education.   Konroy majored in Biblical Studies with a minor in Business Manage-
ment at Trinity Bible College in Ellendale, ND.    

In 2007, we met for the first time at a young adult Bible Study.  Heidi told her friends, òI will never date that 
guy.ó  And so we got married in September of 2008.  Now God has called us to serve together in mission ser-
vice, and we hope that God will use all of our training and experience while we are away. 

Why  

It has been Heidiõs dream since she was a child to do mission work in Africa.  Konroy has always felt like he 
should be doing mission work, whether overseas or in the U.S.  Both of us have been involved consistently in 
many kinds of ministry service (local church, summer camp counselor, mission trips abroad and in this country, 
and more).  We are so excited about how God has chosen to use us to further the Kingdom. 

Where  

We plan to depart in July to serve as short term missionaries with Covenant World Mission, which is part of 
the Evangelical Covenant Church.  We will be serving in Yaoundé (pronounced ), Cameroon at the Rain Forest 
International School and a nearby orphanage for at least one year. 

What  

Konroy will be serving full time at the Rainforest International School (RFIS), which is a school for children of 
missionaries, international workers, and local families.  Heidi will be serving part-time at the school and part-
time at a nearby orphanage.   
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Cameroon is the world's 53rd-largest country and somewhat larger than California.  Cameroon is described as 
"Africa in miniature" because it exhibits all major climates and vegetation of the continent: coast, desert, 
mountains, rainforest, and savanna.  The country's neighbors are: Chad, the Central African Republic, Equato-
rial Guinea, Gabon, and the Republic of the Congo.  We will be 
working in Yaoundé; the capital of Cameroon and second largest 
city in the country.   We are told by missionaries that the stability 
of Cameroon is similar in many ways to Mexico. 

We will be joining other Covenant missionaries Karl and Mary 
Noren (short-term missionaries) and Jeff and Carolyn Stoker 
(serving as acting Directors).  We are excited to serve alongside 
others who have also made a  serious commitment to make this 
world a better place. 

You 

We are honored by this opportunity to serve as missionaries, but 
we cannot do this on our own.  First, we need your prayer support, to pray regularly for us and for the people 
in Cameroon.  Second, we need ongoing financial support.  As short-term missionaries for the Evangelical 
Covenant Church, we are responsible for raising 100% of our funds.  We plan to move to Cameroon at the end 
of July, but first we need to raise about $50,000 in financial support.  Travel, pre-field costs, medical expenses, 
food, rent, utilities, and language study make up most of our budget. 

We invite you to support us through prayer.  We also ask you to support us financially on a regular basis.  Any 
amount will help, no matter how much or how little, and it is tax deductible.  Please make checks payable to 
Park Ridge Community Church with the words òAfrican Missionó written on the memo line. The church will 
then forward all gifts to the Evangelical Covenant Church World Mission Office. We know God has a plan, and 
we must follow it.  How can we raise all the support we need in less than 5 months?  How can we live in an un-
familiar place, going somewhere where we have never been?   

The answer: I saw it happen when I moved to Place of Hope, except God provided all the support in 1 month.  
We have seen God provide once, and now that looks small, even though it did not at the time.  Now we have 
the opportunity to watch God provide in a bigger way. 

If you have any questions, please contact us by Skype (konroy.and.heidi), 
email (konroy.boeckel@covchurch.org), or phone (715-781-0777). 

Thank you for being a part of our lives, whether that was twenty minutes ago 
or twenty years ago. You have made each of our lives better, and we would 
love to share more with you! 

  Thank You, 
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