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PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

A WORD ABOUT COVENANT RENEWAL

On Sunday, January 1, as we enter into the New Year, we will once again participate in a traditional
liturgy for covenant renewal that emerged from our Congregation heritage among the English Puritans of the
17t century. It was later adapted by John Wesley, a priest of the Church of England and the founder of the
Methodist movement. In fact, the act of renewing our covenant with God is deeply rooted in biblical history. In
years past, many of those present found this to be meaningful way to intentionally renewing our commitment as
Christ’s people as we enter the New Year. This year, as always, I pray that this traditional liturgy will encourage
you in the practice of your faith in the days to come. That you may be informed and prepared, a copy of the
liturgy is included here:

Brothers and sister in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God.
Through baptism, we have entered this life and have been admitted into the new covenant of which Jesus Christ
is the Mediator. He sealed it with his own blood, that it might last for ever. On the one side, God promises to
give us new life in Christ, the Source and Perfecter of our faith. On the other side, we are pledged to live no
more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us.

From time to time we renew our covenant with God, especially when we reaffirm the Baptismal
Covenant and gather at the Lord’s table. Today, however, we meet, as the generations before us have met, to
renew the covenant that binds us to God. Let us make this covenant of God our own.

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him.
Christ has many services to be done. Some are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and
disgraceful. Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both. In some we may
please Christ and please ourselves. But then there are other works where we cannot lease Christ except by
denying ourselves. It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ. Let us
therefore go to Christ, and pray:

Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own. I will give
myself up to your will in all things.

Be satisfied that Christ will give you your place and work.

Lord, make me what you will. I put myself in your hands: put me to doing, put me to
suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let
me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your
pleasure and disposal.

Christ will be the Savior of his servants. He is the source of all salvation to those who obey. Christ
will have no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept anything except full consent to all that he
requires. Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing. Confirm this by a holy covenant.

To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions:

First, set apart some time, more than once, to be spent alone before the Lord; in seeking earnestly
God’s special assistance and gracious acceptance of you; in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the
covenant; in searching your hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ.

Consider what your sins are.

Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, and whether you, after having
carefully considered them, are will to choose them all.

Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie to God.

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence.

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength, so you can keep
your promise. Trust not your own strength and power.

Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have opened your mouths
to the Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God. With God’s power, never go back.

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord. Fall down on your knees, lift up
your hands toward heaven, open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray:

I welcome Christ as the living Way, and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him,
acknowledging my own brokenness: hungry, sinful, blind and naked, unworthy even to wash
the feet of his servants. I renounce my own worthiness, and vow that God alone is the source of
my righteousness. I renounce my own knowledge, and take Christ as my wisdom. I renounce
my own will and take God’s will as my guide. I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my
lot with you as it may fall. Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part
me from you.

Gracious God, as we prepare to enter a new year, we have come into your presence to renew our
covenant to serve in your name, working each day for peace and justice, hope and reconciliation for all your
children in every place. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. [adapted from the UM Book of
Worship by BWM]

Grace and Peace, Brett W. McCleneghan




JANUARY JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS:

Pat Smith 11 8:30 AM—9:15 AM: Chapel Worship
Eri Foster 1/2

Lonn Naudzius 1/2 10:00 AM—11:00 AM: Sanctuary Worship
Emily Donahue 1/3

Bruce Nelson 1/3 * Nursery open from 8:15-11:30 am *
John Iberl 1/5

David Ryan 1/5
Jack Bridges 1/6
Christine Schwartz 1/6

S Gl Join Us In Worshlp In Eplphany

Willy Steiner 1/6 New Years Day: One Service at 10 am

Anna Lau 177 January 8—resume regular Worship hours: 8:30 am and 10:00 am
Ally Rujawitz 117

Julie Black 1/8

Jim Pantazi 1/8 EPIPHANY

Ted Timm 1/8

Donna Ceglarek 1/9 < h

Ken Yuen 1/9 January 1 Epiphany

Paul Fabisch 1/10 One service at 10:00 am

Ward Gill . 1/10 Holy Communion and Covenant Renewal Service
Jack Hedrich 1/10

Troy Pembrook  1/10 Sermon: Just Like Starting Over

Janet Frantz 111 Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 15:1-8

Doug Johnson  1/11
Barb Zuegel 112
Joseph Artrip ~ 1/13 January 8 Baptism of Our Lord
lan Battaglia 1/13
Joan Howard 1/13
Raymond Kolk ~ 1/13 Texts: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Robert Brant 114
Kristen Brown 114

Sermon: The One Who Came to Save

Paula Mack 114 January 14 Second Sunday After the Epiphany
Johanna Orr 114 Sermon: At-One-Ment
Rex Parker 114

Joseph Wilson ~ 1/14 Texts: Leviticus 16:6-22; Hebrews 9:11-28

David Douglass 1/15
Peggy Hardacre 1/15

e e UG January 22 Third Sunday After the Epiphany

Timothy Wilcox ~ 1/15 Sermon: Jesus Christ Is Lord

Dave Perez /16 Texts: Genesis 32:22-32; Acts 16: 16-34
Sam Biardo 1/18

Tina Coyle 1/18

Brian Huff 118 January 29 Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany

Linda Le Duc 1/18
Tommy Leach  1/18
Kathleen Tirados 1/18 Text: Genesis 12:1-9; Hebrews 11:1-16

Sermon: Reacbing Toward God




OUR CHURCH FAMILY

PRAYER MINISTRY

We keep in our prayers: Donald Anderson (Siri Nelson’s father), JoAnn Anderson,
Stephanie Beery and her grandsons, Phil Berent, Michael Bianchi, Jeff Brown, Mike
Brown and family (Barbara and Bill Scharringhausen’s nephew), Randal Carpenter
(father of Cheri Carpenter), Evelyn Claire, Marie Degaard, Don (co-worker of Mar-
tha), Bob Douglass (brother of Dave Douglass), Winnie Erickson, Brian Fogarty,
Shirley and Virgil Grand’s great-grandsons, Rick Hoyt, (co-worker of Mary Crowl),
Alice Keating, Candace Kidston, Grace Koening and her family, Walter and Christina
Kotecki (Bernice Zabawski’s brother), Jim Lego (Mary Biardo’s brother), Lou Limper,
Alexis Marsh, Elsie Matthys, Jimmie McSpadden, Lurana Nelson, Chester and Leo
Netko (father and uncle of Cindy Winter), Pauline Numrych, Lisa & Abigail O’Grady,
Carol Potter, Geri Sell (Teri Biedke’s mother), Leah Schaul, Yoshiko Urasaki, Ben
Wright (father of Grace Curtis).

Joys and Concerns from December Worship Services:

e Prayers of joy for Carol Koening who found God through baptism.

e Prayers of gratefulness for the life of Grace Koening who entered into life in the
resurrection on November 25th, 2011.

e Prayers for the soul of Rita Singer, a friend of Bernice Zabawski for 68 years, who
entered into life in the resurrection on November 10th, 2011.

e Prayers for Cindy Winter who is waiting for surgery, but encountered complica-
tions.

e Prayers for the grandfather of Molly O’Brien who is in the hospital and is awaiting
surgery.

e Prayers for Dan Matthews, brother of Kathy Davis, who entered into life in the
resurrection on December 25th, 2011,

e Prayers for Will Dumez who entered into life in the resurrection on December

27th, 2011.

We hope you take comfort in knowing that Stephen Ministers
are praying for those listed and on the prayer list.

If you would like someone added to our list, please call the church office at
847.823.3164.

A NOTE FROM CAROLYN MERRIFIELD:

My connection to the Community Church means very much to me. Even though I can’t be
physically present, I am with you in my heart.

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS
Dave Perez 1/16
Sam Biardo 1/18
Tina Coyle 1/18
Brian Huff 1/18

Linda Le Duc 1/18
Tommy Leach  1/18
Kathleen Tirados 1/18
Sam Sarullo 119
Corny Cornelisen 1/20
Jacklyn Angioletti 1/21
Alana Burke 1/21
Michael Merz 1/21
Jim Schoonover 1/21
Helen McCallister 1/22
Sharon Kemerer 1/23
Madeline Fuerst 1/24
Marlowe Kidston 1/24
Marty Sissman  1/24
Allen Wells 1/24
Kathryn Clarke  1/25
Logan Desmedt 1/25
Christopher Hermer 1/25
Steven Huening 1/25
Niki Klauck 1/25
Kendall Battaglia 1/26
Stephen Cady  1/26
Megan Gearman 1/26
Michael Kotowsky1/26
Kurt Wagner 1/26
Michael Disher  1/27
Eugene Jarvis  1/27
Tracy Krahl 1/27
Joseph LaBree 1/27
Carolyn Schwartz 1/27
Stuart Rifkind 1/28
Nancy Schaul 1/28
Mae Block 1/29
Nicole McParland 1/29
Mary Jane Rodd 1/29
Luke Slaughter 1/29
David DedJonge 1/31
Faith Keady 1/31

Call 847.823.3164 x 101
if you would like to be add-
ed or removed from our
birthday list.




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

Christian Believer classes continue weckly through April in the church library (lower level): Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 pm,
Thursdays noon-1:30 pm, or Saturdays 8:30-10:00 am. New students are welcome. Consider joining us to fulfill a New Year’s
resolution to delve more deeply into your faith. Classes resume the wecek of Jan. 2, 2012. To sign up or to receive more in-
formation, contact Teri Biedke.

MY BIBLE CLASS

Third graders (and older children who are interested) are invited to the annual Stepping Stones: My Bible class, Wednesdays 4:30
-6:00 pm, January 11t through February 29%. After the eight-weck class, the children will be presented during worship March
11t with the very Bible they have studied. Detailed letters will be sent to third grade families.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday school classes resume January 8, 2012. Registration continues throughout the school year. Please fill out a form
(available from your child’s teacher, the Sunday school superintendents, or the director of Christian Education) to provide
current contact and allergy information for each child. Your child is welcome to join us at any time. Feel free to bring friends!

Sunday school schedule:

10:00-10:15 All gather in the sanctuary to begin worship with family members. Pastors dismiss the chil
dren to Sunday school.

10:15-10:30 Preschool to 3+ grade children sing in the Great Hall (above the Sunday school wing).

10:30-11:15 Preschool to 3 grade children are led to their classrooms for lessons and crafts.
10:15-11:15 4th grade to high school students proceed directly to their classrooms from the sanctuary.
11:15 Parents are welcome to pick up their young children from their classrooms.

Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 a.m. for infants through 5 years of age on the lower level, next to Jordan

Hall.

Questions? Contact Teri Biedke, Director of Christian Education
at 847.823.3164 x 114 or teri@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

Christmas Pageant 201 1—December 18 at 10:00 am




YOUTH SCOOP

YOUTH UPDATES! MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

i JANUARY 2012

E Jan 4: Confirmation Leaders Huddle

i Jan 5: College Game night - sce below

i Jan 8: Youth Starts Again

! Jan 11: Confirmation Starts Again

i Jan 15: High School Yoga Night 7 pm

E In the midst of Finals, come for Yoga to relax and get centered
i Jan 20-22: High School Ski Trip

i Julie Hennessy is co-ordinating

1 Jan 29: Youth leaders planning meeting

i If you haven't joined our Facebook group,
E join today:

1 . .
! Park Ridge Community Church Youth Group

! Great Christmas Season with the Youth:

E * Shopping For Bethel New Life - see photo below

1 ¥ Advent Festival
+ * EIf Night!

1 * Caroling

1% Christmas Pageant

1 Thank you to all parents and youth whose help and

E After Church service, Youth leaders meet to help plan the youth

FEBRUARY 2012

Feb 1: Making dinner for Lincoln Park Shelter
Feb 2: Serving dinner for Lincoln Park Shelter
L
F

' participation made these events possible!

PR

et Kathleen know if you want to commit to cooking or serving
eb 3-5: Middle School Ski Trip

Sign up today!

Feb 19: Youth Sunday

Bethel Christmas Shopping with Junior Youth Group

COLLEGE REUNION DINNER AND GAME!

High School and College Students join us on January 5th, 2012
for a dinner at 6:00 pm followed by the Sanctuary Game at 6:30
pm. Meet in Jordan Hall and get your flashlights ready!

College Students, RSVP to Ms. Sissman at

swede741(@juno.com or Joshua Sissman on Facebook!

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP
FOR THE SKI TRIPS!

Join us for the weckend, leave Friday after school, ski Saturday. We'll be home Sunday,
mid-day!

High School Ski Trip, the date is set! Leaving Friday after school, January 20. Stay with
the Vinopal's at Lake Carroll and ski Chestnut Mountain on Saturday. It's awesome! Stay
overnight Saturday and after a little breakfast and mini-service, we're headed back to PR

Sunday!

Middle School Ski Trip, you know the drill! Having great fun! We are leaving Friday
after school, February 3. Stay with the Vinopal's at Lake Carroll and ski Chestnut Moun-
’ tain on Saturday. It's phenomenal! Stay overnight Saturday and after a little breakfast and

® mini-service, we're headed back to PR Sunday!

Sign up forms are available online at www.prccyouth.com, or stop by the church office for additional forms and information.




Fark Kiolgc Commmi’rq Chureh Fregents
'
Jazz in Januan]
“Hot J'azz on a cold nigkn”‘

F&a‘h:ring. Kent Wehman ¢
a ;izzling J'az:, ensemble

Priday, Janvary 20th ¢ Lt
Saturday, Janvary 21¢t 2012 =%

Thig 16 a downtonn kind of néght :
withovt downtown traffic, prices, or parking
&N

Libations & ligh‘f edibles will be available for purchage

Friday, Family Night Tickets: Children/Students $10.00  Adutts $25.00
Saturday Nigh’r Tickets: $25.00

@vestions? Fleace call: Jan Steiner, 847-692-4318,
or the Church Office, 847-823-3164 - 100 Sovth Courtland Ave.




STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE BY ANITA RIFKIND

He has made everything beautiful in its time.
Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart,

PHEN MH\HSFRY yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

Ecclesiastes 3: 11

The new year almost always prompts me to think about the passage of time. I have been aided in this recently by
watching the NOVA series “The Universe.” (And yes, I'm a little behind in my television viewing.) The last one I
watched indicated that Albert Einstein’s notion that space and time are inexorably linked are about to be supplanted

by what is being called the theory of quantum gravity.

The implications of this separation of time and space are a bit mind boggling. First, it means that our notion of time
as “an ever flowing stream” is inaccurate. The way NOVA envisioned it was more like a Jell-O mold, where you
could pick a spot to take a slice out — either backwards or forwards from what we consider “now.” It means that
time travel is theoretically possible — no longer merely the stuff of science fiction. (But this separation of time and

space only happens at very high energy levels, so don’t expect to be able to take such a trip any time soon.)

Second, it likely means that there wasn’t a “big bang” at the beginning of the universe, but rather “a big bounce.”
According to this new theory, the universe is currently expanding, but at some point it will begin to contract until it
becomes so tiny and dense that it will explode and begin the process all over again. (By the time that happens, how-
ever, | figure human beings will have perfected time travel and will be able to just send themselves back in time a

couple of billion years.)

oing ack to the beginning, star ing over — each new year provides each of us wi e opportunity to reconsider
G back to the beginni tart h d h of th th tunity t d

who we are and where we are on our journey. This is true for those of us in Stephen Ministry as well. Part of our
goals for this year is to reintroduce the program to the congregation by trying to succinctly define what Stephen

Ministry is and to decide how to best connect the program to the congregation.

The national Stephen Ministry organization describes the program this way: .. high-quality, confidential, Christ-
centered care and support to people experiencing grief, divorce, cancer, job loss, loneliness, disability, relocation,
and other life difficulties.” This seems sort of cerebral to us, and we are searching for a different way to express

what our relationship with the congregation is, or should be.

We Stephen Ministers would like to hear from you. What do you think of the program? Do we communicate what
it is we do adequately? Or do have questions about why we exist and what the program is forz Would you like to
see or hear more from us? Or less? Are you aware of some area of need in the congregation that is not being met?
Please contact Liz Swanson, Katie Reboletti, Ginny Feurer, Marie Clapper, me, Pastor Brett, or any Stephen Minis-

ter to communicate your thoughts on these questions.

And as always, if the new year is going to be a time of reassessment for you personally, or continues an unsettling
time in your life, a Stephen Minister is available to be with you. Contact Pastor Brett (847-823-3164) or Ginny
Feurer (847-299-1781) to arrange it.




SECOND ADULTHOOD

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

The PRCC Support Teams is a group of volunteers working together to offer practical support to individuals and families in
times of need. After this summer with high temperatures, power outages and flooding, the Support Team group saw the need
to be ready for weather emergencies. PRCC staff and support team members are working to put together a list of people in
our church family who might need assistance during weather emergencies. Emergency Preparedness is an important way to
care for each other. If you would like your name included to be contacted during an emergency or if you would like to be one
to connect with those on the list, please contact Liz Swanson.

ADULT COAT & WARM WEATHER CLOTHES DRIVE

Collecting adult winter coats and clothing
Through January!

Please bring your gently used coats and clothing to the box in Park Place room or hanging items can be hung up on the coat
racks outside of Jordan Hall. We will be taking donations through January so as you are cleaning out your closets in the new
year, please set aside clothes you no longer are wearing. Adult work and interview items are especially needed as are sweaters
and winter clothes. Thank you so much for your participation. If you have any questions, please contact Liz Swanson at

liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org or phone the office (847)823-3164.

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFE

All are welcome to join us for lunch on Tuesdays from 11:30 until about 1:00 or so. Just bring a sack lunch, we will provide
beverages and a delicious dessert. You can attend Yoga Class first starting at 10:15 until about noon or just come when you
can. Our schedule for the month of January is as follows:

1/3/2012 January Birthday Celebration

1/10 Fall Prevention Presentation

1/17 Lively Lunch Conversation

1/24 Package Boxes for Reservation Churches in Montana
1/31 Bingo

THANK YOU FROM THE NIGHT MINISTRY

On behalf of everyone at the night ministry, and especially the people we serve, we would like to thank you (PRCC) for your
generous in-kind gift of hats, blankets, hat and scarf sets, and toiletries valued at over $300.00. Your thoughtfulness helps us to
enhance our work of offering shelter, health services, counseling, food, and clothing to those in the vulnerable communities of

Chicago.
Best wishes,
Paul W. Hamann, president

The items donated to The Night Ministry were crafted by the Monday Night Knitters group who meet on the first and third
Monday of every month in the Park Place room at 7:30 pm.




NEWS, EVENTS, AND UPDATES...

Park Ridge Community Church is proud to present...
PASTA D’VALENTINE

(Pasta Divie with a little extra LOVE)

Saturday, February 11, 2012

Tickets go on sale Sunday, January 8, 2012
Suggested Donation: Adults $10, Child (13yr) $5, 3 & under - free

Please join us for an evening of fun, food and fellowship.
Proceeds benefit the many PRCC Ministries and Avenues to Independence
We are planning a wonderful evening with great food, wine bag raffle, 50/50 raffle, silent auction and live auction

Do you have an item to donate for the raffle? Popular items include sports tickets, golf, vacation stays, personal ser-
vices and gift cards (contact Jay Crowley — jayecrowley(@yahoo.com or 847-309-2433).

Do you want to volunteer to help out? We always need set up help, servers and clean up help (contact Dave Ka-

polnek — kapodave(@sbcglobal.net or 847-529-6845.

THANK YOU FROM THE BETHEL CHRISTMAS STORE

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the Bethel Christmas Store a success. Our church provided gifts for
over 35 families and 8 seniors. It was amazing to see all the gifts piling up in the Kindergarten Sunday School
Room. We needed six vans, filled to capacity, to deliver the presents to Bethel. You did an amazing job of provid-
ing for those less fortunate. We are all blest to be a part of such a caring and generous congregation.

Peace and many blessings to you now, and in the coming new year.

The Christian Outreach Committee

DINNER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Our church will be providing meals for both Lincoln Park Community Shelter and St. Paul of the Cross
Sunday Night Suppers during the first week of the new year. Volunteers are needed to both cook and/or serve
for both meals. We will be cooking for LPSC on Wednesday, January 4th at 6:30 p.m. and serving on the
Thursday, January 5th (leaving church at 5:45p.m.). On Sunday, January 8th, we will be both cook-
ing and serving for St. Paul's. We will begin cooking at 1:00 p.m. in our kitchen and we will be serving at
5:00 p.m. at St. Paul's. Many volunteers are needed, so won't you please consider helping with these im-
portant dinner ministries? (Lincoln Park welcomes family participation, while St. Paul requires all servers to be
at least thirteen years old.)Please contact Luan Zoellner at Izoellner(@ameritech.net or 847-823-8353 to volun-

teer.



mailto:lzoellner@ameritech.net

CONGREGATION CHALLENGE

Christmas 2011

Dear PRCC Friends and Family,

Christmas is the season to count our blessings. In recent weeks, Dave Kapolnek, Chair of our Stewardship Cam-
paign, has been graciously inviting us to do just that. As Lauri and I look back over ten years of life and ministry with
all of you, we can only conclude that we are indeed very blessed. And so, we find ourselves called to respond in a

manner that faithfully reflects those many blessings.

At the same time, we have heard the difficult news that we are facing a budget deficit for this year, and there may be
challenges for 2012. Given the economy we are experiencing, this is not surprising. Yet, again, we find ourselves
called to respond over and above our annual pledge in a manner that reflects our faith in the transformative power of

God’s grace at work in this remarkable congregation.

Here is the substance of our having counted our blessings: we are offering a challenge gift to our PRCC family and
friends. For every $1 given—either in fulfillment of a 2011 pledge or as an additional offering toward the reduction

of the deficit—we will match those dollars up to $10,000.

Lauri and I believe so deeply in what God is doing in and through the people and the ministries of our beloved
church family. So it is that we long for a time when together, by the grace of God, we can move from a place where
we all are concerned whether we will have enough, to where we can dream dreams of what we could be doing
above and beyond. Dream with us, will you, of a time when we will no longer need to ask, “Do we have enough?”

and ask, instead, “What more can we do to grow in ministry and outreach to God’s people?”
It is our hope that together we can achieve our stewardship commitments for this year and then enter the New Year

on a solid foundation for growing in faith and service.

Wishing you and yours a Blessed and Merry Christmas,

Brett and Lauri McCleneghan

10
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JAZZ IN JANUARY

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets

for Jazz in January!

January 20th and 215st!

PLEDGES

If you have not already done so, please
prayerfully consider catching up with
your 2011 pledge if you have not

already done so.

Read page 11 for a letter and challenge

from Pastor Brett.
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