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OUR GRADDAUGHTER FIONA SIMPLY LOVES HER GRANDMOTHER. G-Mama, 
that is. What G-Mama does, Fiona wants to do, too. More often than not, Fionaõs first question 
up arrival at our home is, òG-Mama, can we sew something?ó She has seen the magic her 
theatrical costumer/seamstress extraordinaire grandmother is capable oféand Fiona wants so 
much to be a part of it. 
 
ITõS THE LITTLE THINGS, TOO. Lauri prefers to go shoeless about the house, so first thing 
in the door, off come the shoesñand often her socks, as well. Fiona has made note of her shoe-
shunning G-Mama. First thing in the doorñas she asks about a sewing projectñoff come her 
shoes or sandals. Lauri is well-aware she is being watchedñand studiedñand emulated. Thatõs 
why she is always mindful of stepping back into her shoes when heading out to the garden and 
the pond with Fiona. Her parents (rightly) insist that their children wear shoes when outdoors. 
Were G-Mama to trod shoeless through the grass, parent-child (and grandmother conflict) 
would ensue. 
 
OBSERVING THE EVOLVING FIONA/G-MAMA LOVE FEAST IS CAUSE FOR 
REFLECTION. I find myself thinking back to when our children were young and watching our 
every move. I either canõt or unconsciously donõt want to remember the exact issues from those 
days, however, I do distinctly remember being questioned on more than one occasion, òWhy do 
I have to do this if you donõt have to do it, too?ó Or, òWhy canõt I do (or say) that when you 
can?ó There is one incident I do recall: While driving around town with the kids in the car 
(elementary school aged at the time) I let fly a less-than-wholesome epithet directed at another 
driver. Having been taught her parents to never use such language, young Whitney chimed in, 
òDaddy, shouldnõt you call them òboneheadsó instead?ó 
 
ALWAYS WATCHING. ALWAYS LISTENING. Back in the days of my youth, a popular 
bumper sticker warned, òJust because youõre not paranoid doesnõt mean people arenõt following 
you.ó Today we know those people following us and watching us and listening to us are our 
children and grandchildren and the children of our church family. Realizing we are under 
constant surveillance, I find myself wondering as we approach Rally Sunday, just what are the 
children of our church seeing and hearing and learning from us? Polls continue to reveal a high 
level of religious belief among us. And the Bible continues to lead the publishing industry. We 
Americans snap up a dizzying array of versions in record numbers and fill our homes, coffee 
tables and bookshelves with them. Still, few of us ever read the Bible. An alarmingly high 
percentage of Americans believe that Noahõs wife was named Joan, as in Joan of Ark (sic). 
Likewise, far too many Americans are unable to successfully name the names of the four 
Gospels. Our children hear us saying that knowing and understanding the Bible is of greatest 
importance. They hear what we say about how vital it is to our faith to attend church each 
Sunday as we struggle to get the dressed, fed, and out the door. The question is, do they see us 
and hear us learning and growing in our faith and practice as we tell them they should be doing in 
Sunday School? 
 
IF YOU WERE ACCUSED OF BEING A CHRISTIAN, WOULD THERE BE ENOUGH 
EVIDENCE TO CONVICT YOU? So another bumper sticker from the old days put the 
question. This year the adults of our PRCC family have a fascinating, engaging, and inspiring 
opportunity to build up enough evidence to be convicted of being the sort of literate Christian 
we tell our children to be. The Christian Believer bible study will enable us to grow into the 
understanding and practice of our faith, something that our childrenñand those around usñwill 
be able to see and learn from and emulate. 
 
òDONõT SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO CHURCH THIS SUNDAYéGO WITH 
THEM.ó That was the well-used sign-off of longtime radio broadcaster and McCleneghan family 
friend Clark Weber. Hereõs your opportunity this year: Donõt send your children to learn about 
their faith, engage with them, travel with them into the Bible and the great traditions of our faith 
that they may see your light shining before them as a beacon of faithfulness and wisdom and a 
living example of Christian discipleship. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Brett W. McCleneghan 

A WORD ABOUT WHOõS WATCHING  
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Join us for worship in september  

 

Margie Tomlinson 9/1 

Stephanie Goetz 9/2             

Pat Schuler 9/3                      

Neal Wehman 9/3                  

Kyrie Nelson 9/4                    

Samathan Buschman 9/5          

Sue Carroll 9/5                     

Kathy Davis 9/5                  

Ed Kopecky 9/5                      

Brian Disher 9/6                     

Colin McParland 9/6                  

Todd Gearman 9/7        

Maureen Lenke 9/7                 

Pat Tamburrino 9/7              

Tom Cara 9/8                      

Sarah Myers 9/8                      

Kara Webster 9/8                  

Joan Bohannan 9/9                

Joe Dickerson 9/9                  

Ali Timm 9/9                             

Pat Crawford 9/10                   

Tyler Gearman 9/10               

Marcia Vinopal 9/10              

Robert Krahl 9/11               

Donovan Sturmer 9/11          

Barb Adams 9/12                  

Sue Beckner 9/13                

Joan Ebner 9/13                

Heather Tirados 9/13             

Kati Gaby 9/14               

Anne Siena 9/14                  

George Brant 9/15                 

Natalie Gorman 9/16          

Laura Sissman 9/16    

Kyle Van Pelt 9/17                    

Sarah Zarn 9/17                  

Madeline Schaul 9/18             

Lauren Bell 9/19 

s e p t e m b e r  

b i r t h d a y s  

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS:  
 

8:30 AMñ9:15 AM:   Garden Worship, Weather Permitting 
 
 

10:00 AMñ11:00 AM:  Sanctuary Worship  
 

* Nursery open from 8:15-11:30 am * 
 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 
  

 September 4ñTwelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

   Holy Communion Labor Sunday 

   Sermon: Getting Down To Work 

   Text: I Peter 2:9-17 

 

 September 11ñThirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

   Rally SundayñOne Service Only at 10:00 am 

   Church Picnic following worship on the lawn. 

   Sunday School Open House 9:00 am 

   Sermon: Ending With A Beginning 

   Text: Revelation 22:12-21 

 

 September 18ñFourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

   Sermon: Whatdya Know? 

   Texts: Deuteronomy 10:12-13, 17-21;   
             I Corinthians 1:18-31  

 

 September 25ñFifteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

   Sermon: Your Best Life Now 

   Texts: Matthew 21:23-32, Philippians 2:1-13  
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s e p t e m b e r  

b i r t h d a y s  

PRAYER MINISTRY  

 

We keep in our prayers: Donald Anderson (Siri Nelsonõs father), JoAnn An-
derson, Stephanie Beery and her grandsons, Phil Berent, Michael Bianchi, Mike 
Brown and family (Barbara and Bill Scharringhausenõs nephew), Randal Carpen-
ter (father of Cheri Carpenter), Evelyn Claire, Marie Degaard, Don (co-worker 
of Martha), Bob Douglass (brother of Dave Douglass), Winnie Erickson,  Brian 
Fogarty, Shirley and Virgil Grandõs great-grandsons, Rick Hoyt, (co-worker of 
Mary Crowl, Alice Keating, Candace Kidston, Grace Koening and her family, 
Walter and Christina Kotecki (Bernice Zabawskiõs brother), Patricia Koziol, Jim 
Lego (Mary Biardoõs brother), Lou Limper, Alexis Marsh, Elsie Matthys, Jimmie 
McSpadden, Lurana Nelson, Chester and Leo Netko (father and uncle of Cindy 
Winter), Pauline Numrych, Lisa & Abigail OõGrady, Carol Potter, Leah Schaul, 
Yoshiko Urasaki, Ben Wright (father of Grace Curtis). 

 

We also keep in our prayers the following friends and family: 

¶ Joys for the 52nd wedding anniversary of Barrie and Bud Shinn. 
¶ Joys for the recovery of Bill Neuman following surgery. 
¶ Joys for God and Jesus for all of the wonderful things that have happened 

in my life. 
 

With Deepest Sympathies: 

Please keep in your prayers the friends and family of Ingrid Mannhardt who en-
tered into life in the resurrection on August 5th, 2011. A visitation and service 
was held at Nelson Funeral Home on August 9th, 2011.  

 

Our church family  

 

Lori Perez 9/19                          

Ed Petersen 9/19                     

Paul Jackson 9/20                

Grace Koenig 9/20        

Nichole Kotowsky 9/20     

Joe Zitoli 9/20                       

Billy Buerk 9/21                 

Jeanne Hansen 9/21            

Doug Kremer 9/21              

Megan Streightiff 9/21      

Willis Burgess 9/22                 

Hailey Kemble 9/23                

Joe Mack 9/23             

Tara Shah 9/23                     

Angie Weber 9/23              

Gretchen Ladley 9/24               

Bob Tamburrino 9/24    

Jeanne Wells 9/24                 

Robin Battaglia 9/25                

Jerry Dauphinee 9/25        

Charlie Giera 9/25                 

Keely Patt 9/25                   

Gerry Zorn 9/25                      

Gale Fabisch 9/26                       

Keith Berndtson 9/27   

Don Peak 9/27                        

Kathy Tumminello 9/27    

Robby Coggin 9/28                  

Sharon Solomon 9/28              

Kathryn Steiner 9/28              

Elizabeth Wagner 9/28    

Brett DeSelm 9/29                  

Erin Cara 9/30                

Isa Gaby 9/30                               

Ed Numrych 9/30                  

Eddie Tirados 9/30 

 

One of the many joys of our congregational life is discovering yet another way that our 

members are living out their faith in service to others. Hope Japan was started by 

PRCC members Devon and Winston Williams in March 2011 following the devastation 

caused by the earthquake and tsunami. Devon writes, òWe wanted to help in some way 

and we started Hope Japan as a way to raise money for the relief efforts. With help 

from some friends of my brother, who is studying in England, we designed shirts and 

have been selling them for the past few months. I still have some more to sell and if an-

yone is interested in purchasing a t-shirt, you can contact me at devon-

paigew@gmail.com. The t-shirts cost $15 each and all the money raised will be donat-

ed to the UK Red Cross Japan Tsunami Relief Appeal. Your support means a lot to us!

Hope japan ñways you can help  
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Christian believer ¹- KNOWING GOD WITH HEART AND MIND  

Christian Believer information sessions will take place the week of September 11th.  Information will be available 
during Rally Sunday from 9:00ñ9:45. All other meetings will take place in the church library (lower level) during 
the regular class times: 

  Wednesdays:  7:30ñ9:00  

  Thursdays:  Noonñ1:30  

  Saturdays:  8:30ñ10:00  

Orientation sessions for those who register will take place the week of September 18th.  Books for the 30-week 
class will be available for purchase at this time.  To sign up or to receive more information, contact Teri Biedke, 
Director of Christian Education, (847) 823-3164, x114 or teri@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

  

Chris t ian educat ion  

Rally Sunday ð September 11, 2011  

Please join us as we gather to celebrate a new year of Christian learning, open to everyone from preschoolers to 
adults. 

    9:00-9:50 Sunday school registration and open house; adult education information available;                                                                               
      light refreshments and crafts. 

   10:00-11:00  Worship Service 

   11:00-12:30  Church picnic on the lawn; games for all ages. 

Nursery care is available 8:45-11:15 am on the lower level.  Please come meet the caregivers and explore the room 
if you are new to nursery care at PRCC. 

          

            Sunday school begins September 18, 2011  

Here is the schedule for our 2011-2012 Sunday School classes starting on September 18th: 

   10:00-10:15   All gather in the sanctuary to worship with family members. Pastors dismiss the children to Sunday 
  school. 

   10:15-10:30   Preschool to 3rd grade children sing in the Great Hall (above the Sunday school wing). 

   10:30-11:15   Preschool to 3rd grade children are led to their classrooms for lessons and crafts. 

   10:15-11:15   4th grade to high school students proceed directly to their classrooms from the sanctuary. 

   11:15              Parents are welcome to pick up their young children from their classrooms. 

 

Nursery care is available each Sunday 8:30-11:15 for infants through 5 years of age downstairs, next to Jordan Hall.  

 

Sunday school registration is ongoing and continues after Rally Sunday.  Please fill out a form (available from your 
childõs teacher, the Sunday school superintendents, or Teri Biedke) to provide contact and allergy information for 
each child.  Questions?  Contact Teri Biedke, Dir. of Christian Education @ 847-823-3164, x114 or 
teri@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

Adult education  
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M e e t  K at h l e e n  M c M u r r ay,  s t u d e n t  i n t e r n  

Dear PRCC Family, 

 

I am so pleased to introduce you to Kathleen McMurray, a second year graduate student from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary on the campus of Northwestern University. Kathleen will be serving as our 
Student Intern from September to May of this year. She is very faithful, gifted, and engaging, and has much to 
offer us. So, too, we have much to offer her as she comes to PRCC to learn how we serve God and neighbor in 
this place.  I am deeply grateful to our Board of Directors for making it possible for us to take this step in be-
coming a teaching parish, a place where we can take part in educating and inspiring those just entering the min-
istry. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Brett 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Park Ridge Community Church,  

 

My name is Kathleen McMurray. I am a Southern girl, born in New Orleans, Louisiana, and raised in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. I graduated from LSU Summa Cum Laude with full College Honors and a B.A. in Theatre be-
fore moving to Evanston to attend Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary and pursue a Masters of Divinity. 

I play the piano and a little bit of guitar and love music and dance. In my life I have participated in over 50 the-
atrical productions, both communally and professionally, and was even a street mime in high school. I also am a 
serious LSU tiger fan, having stood in the rain for College Gameday, camped out for Sugar Bowl tickets, and 
taken an overnight road-trip to the NCAA Baseball World Series. Like any Southern lady, I enjoy cooking, bak-
ing, sewing, and entertaining in addition to building projects and camping.  

I joke about Southern Hospitality being my roots, but it is true that the hospitality I learned growing up drives 
me in my thoughts about radical hospitality being at the core of Christianity. I am driven to learn about others 
around the world, how they experience God, how we can be more open and hospitable to ideas and cultures 
different from our own, and how we can work together to bring about a more just, peaceful, loving world. I 
am currently traveling to Thailand to experience this hands-on, working alongside other peoples for social jus-
tice in that area. 

I am so excited to be a part of PRCC, to discuss and practice diversity of thought, inclusivity, and active love. 
Thank you for welcoming me into your community!  

Peace, 

 

Kathleen  
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Ta l a m a n c a ,  c o s ta  r i c a     7 / 2 4 / 1 1 - 7 / 3 1 / 1 1 

Catie Alviti 

Sean Burke 

Michael Deverman 

Michael Harris 

Jake Hennessy 

Luke Kapolnek 

Becca Lapp 

Jimmy Loomos 

Joey Mack 

Drew Maher 

Payton McAbee 

Lexie Mundzic 

Kyrie Nelson 

Alex Pantazi 

Shayna Patt 

Victoria Pendleton 

Casey Plach 

Madeleine Ryan 

Maddy Schulze 

Jessica Self 

Maddie Siebert 

Karl Sissman 

Kallie Webster 

Sam Winter 

Stefinie Winter 

Rob Alexander 

Eileen Burke 

Carly Cara 

Lyle Clapper 

Julie Hennessy 

Bob Mack 

Maureen McAbee 

Donna Mundzic 

Devan Shah 

Fred Siebert  

Laura Sissman 

Marty Sissman 

Ann Swindell 

Nicole Urbach 

Bruce Webster 


